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AN IMPORTANT STEP 
INTO COLLEGE

For Pathways students looking to 
support their smooth transition in 
college, the STEP program offers an 
opportunity to experience college 
courses in the summer prior to their 
first-year of college. STEP is a  
five-week orientation program for 
students entering the College of 
Engineering at Virginia Tech offered 
at no cost to Pathways students.  

Pathways students participating in 
STEP take courses in chemistry, 
mathematics, and engineering 
fundamentals. Though grades in 
these courses do not count toward 
the college GPA, they provide an 
opportunity to get a head-start on 
these topics as well broader aspects 
of college life.

 Students live in residence halls on 
campus 
and get to 
know the 
campus 
prior to the 
fall 
semester.

 

RISING SOPHOMORE ABROAD 
PROGRAM RETURNS IN 2022

PATHWAYS SUMMER CAMP DATES SET

After a hiatus due to ongoing travel concerns related to COVID 19, the 
Rising Sophomore Abroad Program in the College of Engineering is slated 
to return in the spring of 2022. Pathways students who attend Virginia 
Tech in the College of Engineering are offered a full scholarship to 
part icipate in the Rising Sophomore Abroad Program (RSAP) after their 
first  year of college. 

The Virginia Tech Rising Sophomore 
Abroad Program combines a Spring 
course with a 2-week internat ional 
module abroad in May immediately 
following the end of the Spring 
Semester.  By giving students a taste 
of an internat ional experience and 
increasing their comfort  level with global travel, the program promotes 
addit ional, more extended internat ional academic experiences such as 
internships, study abroad programs, and faculty-led programs. For more 
information on RSAP click here.

The Pathways for Future Engineers 
is planning to return to an 
on-campus residential format 
during the summer of 2022. 
Pathways Camp is slated to be held 
July 17t h - July 30t h.  The theme 
for this year 's camps is "Star Wars STEM". During camp, participants 
will explore the futuristic technology featured in Star Wars movies 
that is now becoming reality. Current Pathways students can indicate 
their plans to attend camp here.

Learn more about the STEP Program:

Watch this video.

More information on STEP  found here.

https://enge.vt.edu/undergraduate/RSAP.html
https://admit.vt.edu/register/pathways_returner_2022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjIOkS2TzCw&t=687s
https://eng.vt.edu/ceed/ceed-undergraduate-programs/step.html
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Understanding the process and terminology related to applying 
for college can be challenging. Below is an overview of some 
terms you may see when applying to Virginia Tech.

Applying Ear ly Decision  - Early Decision is a binding plan for 
first-year students, meaning you must accept an offer of 
admission. Students who apply through this route should be sure 
that Virginia Tech is their top choice.

Applying Ear ly Act ion  - Early Action is a non-binding decision 
plan for first-year students (you can still consider Virginia Tech 
among other offers), and is by far the largest application group. 
Most offers of admission for first-year students will come from 
this group.

Applying Regular  Decision  - Regular Decision is the last plan for 
first-year students, and is non-binding. However, priority is given 
to applicants who apply Early Decision or  Early Action, and 
applicants who Regular Decision will be considered on a 
space-available basis only.

SRAR - The Self-Reported Academic Record (SRAR) allows you to 
self-report coursework, grades, and test scores (if applicable). 
The SRAR is used in place of transcripts for students who have 
completed all of their highschool coursework only within the 
United States. If any high school coursework was completed 
outside of the United States then a transcript would be required.

Test  Opt ional -  Due to ongoing concerns caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Virginia Tech will be test-optional for 
first-year applicants continuing for the 2021-2022 admission 
cycle. Students who are unable to submit SAT/ACT scores, or opt 
out, will not be disadvantaged in the selection process.  

Wait  List  - students placed on a wait  l ist  may be offered 
admission if space in the first-year class of students is available 
after decisions are made on applicants to later deadlines.

My name is Bryan Angel and 

I am a sophomore studying 

in Aerospace Engineering. I 

grew up in Richmond, 

Virginia, so coming to Tech 

was something I always 

thought about when I was 

younger. I grew up with 

Spanish as my first language since both of my 

parents are from Mexico, but I was quick to 

learn English soon into Elementary school. 

Throughout my life before college, I loved to 

play soccer and hang out with friends anytime I 

could since our community was always tight 

with each other. In my free time I watch shows 

like One Piece and Breaking Bad. The past year 

and a half have shown me that everyone here 

is in the same situation as you and you?ve just 

gotta reach out and make some connections. 

I loved my Pathways experience, because it set 

me up well for a college experience and  I got 

to meet some really chill people who are first 

generation just like I am. I will try my best to 

keep up with news on new Pathways scholars 

in order to meet most of you! I hope most of 

you can relate when I say there feels like there 

are no expectations, yet so many at the same 

time. 

I was definitely on the edge of whether I 

wanted to go to college, but there was no 

reason not to take the risk and so far I have not 

regretted it one bit. The feelings of being in a 

full Lane Stadium, or turning in an assignment 

after working on it for hours are the small 

things that make college what it is. Just know to 

keep on going at your own pace; college is not 

just some scary experience to get you ready for 

the real world, it?s a time to make friends and 

make memories that will last a lifetime. I know 

it 's super corny, but you?ve gotta remember not 

to count the days, but to make the days count.

mailto:pathways@vt.edu
https://vt.edu/admissions/frequently-asked-questions/wait-list.html
https://vt.edu/admissions/frequently-asked-questions/wait-list.html
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